
   

A Message from Pastor Cho: 

 

The Quester    
Fairfield Grace United 

Methodist Church 

September 

2019 

To My Dearest FGUMC family members and friends, 
  
 “There is no place like home.”  Once again I, like a prodigal son, discovered how true 
this statement is after spending many days and nights away from home during my summer 
vacation.  Home where a comfy bed, delicious home-made meals and, above all, the warm 
and caring spirit of the family are found is where a true rest can be found, indeed.  
 Let me tell you another discovery I made last month.  That is, there is no church family 
like Fairfield Grace UMC in the world.  During my times away from Fairfield Grace, I had  
opportunities to visit and worship on Sundays at several faith communities, including Tor-
rance UMC in CA, Pound Ridge UMC, Zion Hill UMC  and Society of Friends (Quakers) in 
CT.   Straightforwardly speaking, they seemed not happy to see me worshipping with 
them.  After a brief, lukewarm greeting at the door before worshipping, they did not seem to 
care about new faces in their midst.  Even pastors did not recognize and welcome visitors  
during the announcement time.  Believe it or not, no one approached after the worship ser-
vices and invited me to come back, saying, “See you next Sunday!”   How sad and disap-
pointed I was!  But, ironically,  I was thankful that our Fairfield Grace family is a proactively 
welcoming and warm congregation, open to all the people in whom the image and likeliness 
of God is engraved. 
 September signals the beginning of a new season.  As summer winds down, children 
and youth are ready to return to school, and so do people to work.  Likewise, our church life is 
about to return to its regular cycle.  Our choirs return 
and so does our Church School.  I want you to return as 
well.  1) Return to worship.  Let us not forget to take 
the Sabbath to rest and give thanks for all the blessings 
from God.  The Psalmist sings, “O come, let us sing to 
the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our 
salvation!  Let us come into his presence with thanks-
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giving; let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! "(Psalm 95:1-2)  Yes, 
worshipping is celebrating all the things God has done and is doing in our 
midst.  Therefore, it is a joyful “party” time, full of thanksgiving.  Come and celebrate 
together every Sunday morning.   2) Return to grow in faith.  We never stop growing 
and changing.  Only the dead never grow and change.  The small group discussion 
schedule for the year 2019-2020 has been set to run.  Come with an open and willing 
mind to be challenged and awakened, and you will experience the joy of growing in 
faith.  3) Return to share your Christian love and friendship with your Fairfield Grace 
sisters and brothers.  Mutual encouragement is necessary for our faith journey,  so 
come with confidence and intercessory prayers.  “We believe the communion of 
saints” – Apostle’s Creed.  Continue to keep weekly with me three FGUMC families/
individuals in prayers.  “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you 
have love one another.” (John 13:35) And 4) Return to do good.  We are here to  
proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ, not only in words but also in actions.  “So 
faith by itself, if I has no works, is dead” (James 2:17) Together we can vitalize our 
faith.  We are here to shine Jesus Christ, the light of the world, better and wider.    
 A new beginning in this new season:  “The Sanctuary Is Open for You!”  Have 
you seen two street signs in front of the church and a banner on the fence facing the 
Fairfield Branch Library, both of which read, “Tired? Burned Out? Come and Rest. The 
Sanctuary Is Open for You!”?  As you might know, our sanctuary has been open every 
Wednesday from 5 pm to 7:30 pm for anyone who wants and needs a time of rest and 
prayer.  After Rally Day Sunday, our sanctuary will be open four days a week for rest in 
solitude with God.  You come and go as you wish.  Let your FRAN (Friends, Relatives, 
Associates and Neighbors) know our sanctuary is open for them, as well.  It is a  
priceless gift we at FGUMC can offer to people in our community and also a  
welcoming way of reaching out and welcoming our neighbors to Fairfield Grace.    
 This Jewish parable got my attention the other day.  “A man is lost in the  
forest.  He has been wondering many days and nights and cannot find his way.  Finally 
he meets another man and says to him: “My friend, I am lost.  I have been trying to 
find the way for many days and nights, but I cannot.  Can you show me the way?”  The 
other man answers: “I too am lost.  Yet I can tell you this: “Do not go the way I have 
gone.  That way does not lead anywhere.  Let us search for the way together”.  – 
Rabbi Hazyim of Zanz translated by Jack H Bloom 
 Side by side, hand in hand, heart to heart, let us search for the way together, 
trusting our precious Lord, Jesus Christ, will lead us and show us the way. 
 
See you Sunday! 
 
Kun Sam, your great small church pastor 

Continued from previous page 
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September 1  Jeremiah 2:4-13; Psalm 81:1, 10-16; Heb 13:1-8, 15-16; Luke 14:1, 7-14  

September 8  Jeremiah 18 1-11; Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18; Philemon 1-21; Luke 14:25-33 

September 15  Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28; Psalm 14; 1 Tim 1:12-17; Luke 15:1-10 

September 22  Jeremiah 8:18-9:1; Psalm 79:1-9 or Psalm 4; 1 Timothy 2:1-7; Luke 16:1-13 

September 29  Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15; Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16; 1 Timothy 6:6-19; Luke 16:19-31 

 

Scripture Readings for September, 2019 

   

Ushers 

Team #2 
 

Charlene Brauns-Schindler 

Ed Schindler 

Lee Del Vecchio 

Judy Vindheim 
 

Worship Leaders 

Sept 1 : Judy Vindheim 

Sept 8: Cassie Llewellyn 

Sept: 15 Eric Monkman 

Sept 22: Peter Lowerson 

Sept 29: Franklyn MacLean   

     

   Communion Steward 

10:00 am Karen Benson 

1:00 pm Helen Lee 

 

 

Fellowship Hour 
 

 

Please contact Georgina Holdsworth if you can  
volunteer to help organize Fellowship Hour  for any 

of the remaining Sundays at 203-335-7129, 
or gholdsworth@optimum.net  

  Counters      

10:00 am:  Ed Schindler and Al Oneto 

1:00 pm:  Jeff Yi and Moohak Suh 
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Fairfield Grace Families 

in Our Prayers                                                                                  

Week of: 

Sept 1: Gladstone family, Gale Haskell and Holdsworth family 

Sept 8: Marge Hood, Marge Jenkins and Kristina Joukhadar  

Sept 15:  Jurgielewicz family, Eliz Kakas and Elsie Kerekes  

Sept 22: Jong Sung & Grace Kim, Suk & Sook Kim and Hee Jung Kim  

Sept 29: Diane Kiraly, Ann Kisserberth and Michelle Krancz  

 

 

Prayer  Concerns and Joys 

Homebound 

 

Dick Albani, Sheila Muscott’s brother-in-law, health; Danny Lord, Marge Jenkins’ grandson, 
extremely serious health concerns; Michael, (grandson of Bev  Plucker) health concerns; 
Amy M. Thornton (granddaughter-in-law of Al and Jean Oneto), health concerns; Andy 
Larsen (Leah’s son), health concerns;  Bob Chein (family friend of Cindy Block), cancer 
treatment; Colby Jaros (family friend of Cindy Block), health concerns; David and his baby 
(Nancy Chavez’ brother) health concerns; Mel Holdsworth, health concerns; Liz Savage, 
health concerns; Warren and Pat Rozelle, health concerns; Tony Jacabacci (good friend of 
Dennis Robb), cancer surgery; Fredene and Pastor J, in Indiana; Leah Larsen, recovering at 
home; Sheila Iseppi (friend of Lee Del Vecchio), cancer; DeNeutte family, moved to South 
Carolina; Duncan and Laura Sherwood, moved to Texas; Kate Scamato (from Panera Bread 
Ministry), brain cancer; Kelly Barrett and Larry Campana, expecting in October,: Eliana 
Frances Cordes (Cindy Block’s granddaughter), born Nov 28, 2018; Ed Stock, health con-
cerns; Leppla Family, loss of their son, Nicholas; Bill Cook (Jean Oneto’s cousin), severe 
brain hemorrhage. 
 

Dorothy Albrecht (home); Pat Altieri (Parish Court); Ruth Citarella  (Carolton), Emma Gil-
bert (Seacrest),  Ormie Gilbert (home), Elsie Kerekes  (Crosby Commons), Leah Larsen 
(home), Barbara McCarthy (Juniper Hill Village), Michelle Molnar (Stern Village), George  
Pennell  (Carolton), Dorothy Patterson (home),  Liz Savage (home), Shirley Sims (Parish 
Court), Diana Stein (Jewish Home). 
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SUNDAYS at 9:00 am  

Sun, Sept 15—Sun, Nov 24 
Led by Dennis Robb 

 

“Ephesians: Biblical Commentary (Deeper Life)” by Joyce Meyer.   

This weekly discussion series will start on Sept 15 and finish on Nov 24. 

 
 

*After this series, the Sunday Bible Discussion Group will begin with the schedule below. 
 

 

WEDNESDAYS at 10:10 am and  THURSDAYS at 6:45 pm 
Will follow the schedule below: 

 

Wed, Sept 11—Wed, Nov 20:  The Gospel of John 
 

Sun, Dec 1—Sun, Dec 22: “The Wonder of Christmas”, by Rob Renfroe 
 

Sun, Jan 5—Sun, Feb 9:  “Fearless”, by Max Lucado 
 

Sun, Feb 23—Sun, Mar 29: “Life-Changing Prayer”, by Jim Cymbala 
 

Sun, Apr 19—Sun, May 24: “Short Stories by Jesus”, by Amy Jill Levine 

 

All are welcome to join!   
 

Please contact Sheila Muscott  at 203-368-9199 or sheilamuscott@att.net with questions.   

 

Discussion Groups will meet in Hood Parlor on  
Wednesdays at 10:10 am, Thursdays at 6:45 pm (Faith Circle arrive at 6:15 pm)  

and Sundays at 9:00 am. 

Adult Bible Study ~ 2019-2020 

mailto:sheilamuscott@att.net
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Wednesdays 

Pray Together for the Vital Mission and Ministries of the Church 

 

Every morning at 9:30 am 

Sanctuary will be open for you every Wednesday at 9:30 am 

 

We invite you to join us by praying from wherever  you may be at 9:30 am.  

 

Pray as if everything depends on God.   

 

CENTERING PRAYER/MEDITATION 
 

The Sanctuary is Open for You:  

Monday—Thursday at 5:00 pm – 7:30 pm 
 

Arrive when you can and leave when you must.   
 

“You are invited” 

Let your FRAN know about our Open Sanctuary. 

 

https://www.contemplativeoutreach.org 

 

Memorial Service for Nicholas Leppla 

November 20, 1997—August 23, 2019 

Saturday, September 7 at 11:00 am 

 

A reception in Fellowship Hall will follow the service.  
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RALLY DAY - Sunday, September 8! 
 

Renewal, Fellowship and Fun! 

Fairfield Grace will hold its annual welcome back picnic  

immediately following the 10:00 AM worship service  

on Sunday, September 8.  Please feel free to wear casual clothes  

to the service.   

 

PLEASE BRING NUT-FREE SALAD, SIDE DISH OR DESSERT TO SHARE!  
 

Sign up sheet for side dishes is in the Narthex of the Sanctuary.  

 

 Volunteers are needed to make Rally Day a success.   

Please contact Alan Stewart at  

(203)275-6084 or asj@asjrealty.com  

New Parish Nurse Program at Fairfield Grace 

Screening on Sunday, Sept 8 following joint service 

 

We are in the process of creating a Parish Nurse Program. The main goal of this program 

is to work in collaboration with the church leaders to provide health promotion and  

prevention services to the whole church community. 
 

As your Parish nurse, I am prepared to play a variety of roles including educator,  

counselor and advocate for individuals and families within our church. 

I  would like to start the program by offering blood pressure screenings available for the 

whole congregation every first Sunday of the month after service.  Please feel free to 

contact me with any questions or concerns you may have. 

 

- Maria Restrepo 

madelcarr@gmail.com 

mailto:astewart@ybrealty.com
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Serena Circle Women’s Book Group 

Monday, September 9  

at 7:00 pm in Hood Parlor 

 

All women are welcome to join this group that meets on the  
second Monday of the month. 

Wesley Circle 
 

Next Meeting is Thursday, Sept 12 at 10:00 am in Hood Parlor 
 

Ed Schindler will be our Guest Speaker 
All men of Fairfield Grace are welcome.  Bring a friend! 

Full Moon Festival Luncheon 

 Sunday, September 15 at 2:00 pm 

following 1:00 pm bi-lingual Worship Service  

 

Faith Circle has extended an invitation to the Fairfield Grace family  

to gather for this traditional  

Korean Celebration Full Moon Festival of Thanksgiving 
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Susanna Circle 

Wednesday, September 18 at 12:00 noon 

Fellowship Hall 
 

The Susanna Ladies Circle will meet in Fellowship Hall on Wednesday,  
September 18, at 12:00 noon, for a potluck welcome back lunch and discussion  

about upcoming programs, for which all suggestions are appreciated.   
 

Please let Georgina (203-335-7129 or gholdsworth@optimum.net) or Marge (203-5226-7153) 
know what you would like to bring to the potluck.   

 

We welcome all ladies of the church! 

Eating Lunch Together:  Let’s Go “Dutch” at Duchess!   

Thurs., Sept 19 ~ 11:30 am – 1:00 pm 

Are you eating lunch alone?  Why not share a meal with Fairfield Grace Church friends  

every Third Thursday of the month  

between 11:30 am and 1:00 pm, at the Duchess  Restaurant  

on Black Rock Turnpike.  

Come and see who will be waiting for YOU. 

 

Mission Night with Rev. Jong Sung Kim 

Monday, September 30 at 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm 

Fairfield Grace UMC, Fellowship Hall 

Come and join us to celebrate how the Good News of Jesus Christ is changing lives of  
people in Cambodia and Lithuania today.   

It will be a night of celebration, sharing and learning.   Dinner will be provided for 25 people.   

Call or email the church office to reserve your seat by September 22.  
203-374-6528 or fairfieldgrace@sbcglobal,net 

mailto:gholdsworth@optimum.net
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World Communion Sunday ~ Sharing of Bread 

October 6  
 

We invite you to bring your ethnic bread to the Communion Table 

Sunday, October 6 at the 10:00 am Joint Worship Service at  

in honor of World Communion Sunday.   

 

After the Service we will share the breads in the Fellowship Hall.   

Saturday, Oct 12 

Bring your pet to church on Sat., Oct. 12 at 9:00 am for a blessing from Pastor Cho.   
Meet on the front lawn of the Church.  

Submit your pet’s name at church and your pet will be lifted up during this blessing. 

fairfieldgrace@sbcglobal.net or 203-374-6528.  

9:00 am 

mailto:fairfieldgrace@sbcglobal.net
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September Anniversaries 

 02 Kun Sam Cho 
 02 Kathy Gilbert 

 02 Thomas Schindler 

 04 Kazuo Mizoguchi 

 04 Chuck Ardito 

 05 Michaela Bissell 
 05 Fiona Kristy 

 05 Pat Rozelle 
 07 Meghan Tang 

September Birthdays 

Sept  07        Mary Lou & Ed Stock                    56 yrs 

Sept 10         Darlene & Joseph Dowgiallo       25 yrs 

Sept 25         Panyin & Francis Amoo       8 yrs 

Sept 29         Mary & Scott Bedson                   34 yrs 

Sept 14         Charlene & Ed Schindler              45 yrs 

 07 David Schroll 

 09 Kim Peters 

 14        Michelle Krancz 

 14 Anna Schindler 

 16        Nazaria Daniels 

 18        Dorothy Albrecht 

 18        Don Stimpson 

 21 Peter Trifiatis, Jr 

 24 Jin Shick Choi 

 24 Chris Lyhne 

 24 Skotia Snook 

 26        Elizabeth Savage 

 27 Brendan Gillis 

 29       Mary Lou Stock 

 30 Barbara Smetana 

P. Noble Flower Ministry at FGUMC is Blooming! 

 

Trader Joe’s in Fairfield on Black Rock Turnpike generously donates excess flowers to 
the church every week for Sunday services. The donation is picked up and arranged in 

vases by the efforts of John and Pat Bailey and Karen Benson.  Our thanks to Trader 
Joe’s and this new ministry (called P. Noble Flower Ministry) at Fairfield Grace.   Special 

thanks to John and Pat Bailey for creating this new ministry here at our church. 

 

We hope people continue to enjoy these flowers at Sunday services and share them by 
distributing to FRAN that cannot be here at church or are in need of a little cheer.  
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Consider a Bequest to Fairfield Grace in Your Will  

 

 

Your gifts to Fairfield Grace ensure the means to continue the mission and ministry of the church into the fu-

ture.  Members and friends are encouraged to make a bequest in a Will to benefit the church or specific minis-

tries of the church. 

 

 

Ways to designate the amount of your bequest: 

 

Specific Dollar Amount, 

I give, devise and bequest to Fairfield Grace United Methodist Church located at 1089 Fairfield Woods 

Road Fairfield, CT the sum of ________ dollars ($ _______) {or specifically described personal or real 

property} for its general uses and purposes.  [The bequest can also designate  

specific ministries or purposes for its use.] 

 

Specific Percentage, 

I give; devise and bequest to Fairfield Grace United Methodist Church located at 1089 Fairfield Woods 

Road Fairfield, CT an amount equal to ___ percent (__ %) of the value of my gross or net estate, both 

real and personal for its general uses and purposes.  [The bequest can also designate specific ministries 

or purposes for its use.] 

 

Residual Bequest, 

I give; devise and bequest to Fairfield Grace United Methodist Church located at 1089 Fairfield Woods 

Road Fairfield, CT the entire residue of my estate, both real and personal for its general uses and  

purposes.  [The bequest can also designate specific ministries or purposes for its use.] 

 

 

The bequest can be added as a codicil/attachment to your current Will.  If you don’t have a Will the State of 

Connecticut will determine who receives your estate after your death.  Anyone that owns a house should have a 

Will if they know who they want to receive their remaining estate.  It will also keep the cost of settling the  

estate down. 

 

(These are suggestions and should be approved by your attorney.) 
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 We are gradually settling into our new home. Paige and Connor started school on August 15th 
(so early!) and are starting to make friends and get the swing of things in their new school. Connor 
started his new hockey team affiliated with the Dallas Stars NHL team, so he's very excited about that, 
and Paige is going to try out their beginner hockey program to see how she likes it, along with a series 
of kids' cooking classes. Duncan is settling in at his new office and getting ready for the rest of his 
team to join him here in the next two months, and I'm completing all the necessary steps to become 
certified here, while taking some time off to spend with the kids and make our house feel more like 
home. 

 We hope all is well with you and the FGUMC community! Please pass along our well wishes to 
everyone! 

 Best, 

 Laura Rauscher Sherwood 

Letters to the  

Fairfield Grace family 

 I believe there are some things that are meant to happen.  While driving past Fairfield Grace 
United Methodist Church, I saw a sign inviting people to come and spend a quiet time in the church.  I 
happened to be in need of such an invitation and while parking my car on Wed. July 3rd, I met Pastor 
Cho leaving the church.  He took the time to speak with me which I greatly appreciated.  It was what I 
needed at that particular point in time and for the opportunity to sit quietly in the church and just 
“be.”   

 So I want to say, “Thank YOU, Fairfield Grace!”  for opening the Sanctuary for me and people in 
need of rest and prayer in solitude.   

 - Regina Heidl, a Fairfield resident 

 I would like to confess and apologize to Pastor Cho, my family and friends, to you my brothers 
and sisters in the Lord, and to my Lord and Saviour Jesus. 

 I am deeply sorry that I did a wrong thing, I made a bad behavioral choice recently. 

 I am committed to repent from this matter. My desire is to use my focus and energy to be the 
strong Christian man God created me to be. 

 I ask for your prayers, your support as the Lord heals and restores me at this time. I have asked 
Him to strengthen me so I do those things which 

bring Him glory. 

 I now realize I need to stay very close and stand fast to the Lord every hour. I cannot do much 
alone or by myself. I need Him and you my church 

family to have a successful Christian walk. 

 Thank you for your mercy, forgiveness, prayers and support. 

 I repent of this and all of my sins and I pray for God's mercy and favor. Thank you,  

Jesus.   

 In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

 - Chuck Ardito 
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Scenes from Summer, 2019 

At Open House after Golf Outing—Aug 25 

At Fellowship after 10:00 am Service 

At Panera Bread 

DeNeutte Family in South Carolina 

White/Monkman Family 
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Pastor Cho’s Summer Vacation out West 
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Submissions to Bulletin Announcements and Friday e-News 
All submissions are due to the church office at fairfieldgrace@sbcglobal.net 

by Tuesday at noon for that week’s editions.  Thank you! 

Deadline for the October Issue of the Quester is Fri, September 20 

Directory Update 

 New Fairfield Grace Directories are available at Rally Day!   

Copies are on the back table  in the Narthex of the Sanctuary. 
 

Please contact Anne at the church office with any questions or corrections 

203-374-6528 or fairfieldgrace@sbcglobal,net 

 

Photos from Scholarship Tag Sale 

MANY THANKS! 
 

On behalf of the Scholarship Committee, I would like to thank everyone who donated, 
sorted, priced, volunteered and heavy lifted for the tag sale this past Saturday.  We had a 
fabulous day and we were able to meet and greet many of the our Fairfield neighbors.  I 
am excited to report that we raised $3,400 from this event and all proceeds went directly 
into the Fairfield Grace Youth Scholarship fund.    
Once again, thank you for your continued support! 

Patty Jurgielewicz 
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