
   

The Quester    
Fairfield Grace United 

Methodist Church February, 2017 
 

To my sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus,  

 

Following several people’s requests, I have decided to use a message that I delivered on Sunday, January 9 as 
my Pastoral Letter for this issue of the Quester. Below are excerpts from that sermon. 

 

“Teach us how to pray”  

Jesus shows us by His example that prayer is important. Jesus prayed in the early morning (Mark 1:32-37) 
and also prayed all night long on the mountain (Luke 6:12-17).  He was a man of prayer.  Jesus spent all day 
and all night to heal the sick and the demon-possesed.  He took time with God alone early in the morning 
and, then, carried out his ministry and mission when the sun rose.  Jesus chose the 12 disciples after spend-
ing all night long praying on the mountain.  He prayed before making an important decision.   For Jesus, 
there was a time to pray and a time to work.  There was a time to be alone with God and a time to spend 
with people.  This is what we need to learn from Jesus.  There must be a balance between praying and work-
ing in our mission and ministry.  Praying only, without serving others, or serving others without praying can 
be self-satisfying and hypocritical.  
 

Jesus said, “When you pray, don’t be like the hypocrites who love to pray publicly on street corners and in 
the synagogues where everyone can see them…… When you pray, don’t babble on and on as people of other 
religions do. They think their prayers are answered merely by repeating their words again and 
again.” (Matthew 6:5 & 7)   In other words, Jesus said prayer time is not show time and prayer time is not 
just mindless babbling. No praying without thinking, please. 
 

In between these two statements, Jesus told the disciples that prayer is a private conversation with God. Je-
sus said, “But when you pray, go away by yourself, shut the door behind you, and pray to your Father in pri-
vate.” (Matthew 6:6)   Jesus isn’t saying that we can only pray in private. The Bible teaches us to pray with 
one another and to pray when we come together in worship.  However, Jesus also emphasizes the impor-
tance of an ongoing private conversation with God.  

  

Jesus gave us three rules for prayer.  First, Jesus said to just do it. Pray. Talk with God, the Father, who cares 
for and loves you and wants to help you.  Second, remove the distractions when you are talking with 
God.  Pursue stillness. Look for a quiet place with no TV, no cell phone and no distractions.  Third, practice 
simplicity.  Don’t make prayer more complicated than it has to be. Prayer is simply talking with God. So, talk 
with God like you would talk with one of your dear friends.  

A Message from Pastor Cho: 
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Prayer is a time to be alone with God.  It is a time to be honest with God.  It is a time to listen to God.  It is an 
ongoing intimate conversation with God.  Prayer is not a performance.  It is a request for God’s help to navi-
gate through life.  God doesn’t promise that He is going to change the circumstance of our lives. He does 
promise that He will see us through the tough circumstances of life.   Who wants to miss this precious and 
wonderful time to pray?  

  

The old hymn “In the Garden” comes anew as our joyful faith expression.    

  

1.      I come to the garden alone, While the dew is still on the roses,  

And the voice I hear falling on my ear.  The Son of God discloses. 

 

2.    He speaks, and the sound of His voice Is so sweet the birds hush their singing, And the melody that He 
gave to me , Within my heart is ringing. 

 

3.    I’d stay in the garden with Him, Though the night around me be falling,  

But He bids me go; through the voice of woe,  His voice to me is calling. 

 

Refrain: 

And He walks with me, and He talks with me, And He tells me I am His own; 

And the joy we share as we tarry there, None other has ever known. 

  

See you soon at church.  

  

Kun Sam, your M&M partner 

 

Cancellations due to Weather 
 

In the case of hazardous weather conditions, it may be necessary for the church to 

cancel building activities or services.   
 

The decision to close the church on Sunday mornings will be made  

as early as possible, but no later than 7:00 AM.   
 

We will send an email alert to members when a decision is made.  In addition,  

any closures will be posted on Channel 12 News, News 8 and NBC Connecticut.   
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Feb 5:  Shelia Muscott 

Feb 12:  Troop 88 

Feb 19:  Georgina Holdsworth 

Feb 26:  Martha Wood 

   

Ushers 

 February: Team #1 

 Ed Stock 

 Bob Watson 

 Charlie Morris 

 Art Thomas 

 

Fellowship Hour 

Worship Leaders 

     

   Communion Steward 

Deanna Denuette 

 

Feb 5:  Faith Circle 

Feb 12 : Wesley’s Circle/UMM 

Feb 19:  Wesley’s Circle/UMM 

Feb 26:  Wesley’s Circle/UMM 

Week of: 

Feb 5:  Helen French, Galpin family and Emma Gilbert 

Feb 12: Ormie Gilbert, Gillis family and Susan Gismondi 

Feb 19:  Gladstone family, Priscilla Gminski and Gale Haskell 

Feb 26: Nancy Hauser, Bill Hillyard and Holdsworth family 

  

Pray for Fairfield Grace Families                                                                                 

BELIEVE Readings 

Date  Topic   Memory Verse  Reading 

2/5   Spiritual Gifts  Romans 12:4-6  1 Corinthians 12:4-31 

2/12    Offering My Time Colossians 3:17  Matthew 18:21-22 

2/19  Giving My Resources 2 Corinthians 8:7  Proverbs 11:24-25, 28 &  

          Ecclesiastes 5:10-20 

2/26    Sharing My Faith Ephesians 6:19-20  2 Corinthians 5:14-21 
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 01  Sean Mizoguchi 

 02  Andrew Jurgielewicz 

 03  Kimberly Spangler 

 06  Jim Wood 
 08 Won Aeh Choi 

 09  Jim Conroy 
 09  Kristina Joukhadar 

February Birthdays 

 10  David Harrison 
 11 Yubin Yi 

 14 Craig Michelson 

 14         Alexander Tang 

 15         Jenna Michelson 

 15         Marion Prescott 

 18         Cynthia Peck-Humphrey 

Some Upcoming Dates 
 

Thursday, February 2: Wesley Circle Meeting 

Friday, February 10: Youth Group High School/Young Adult Movie Night 

Saturday, February 11: Youth Group Middle School Movie Night 

Sunday, February 12: Scouting Sunday 

Wednesday, February 15: Susanna and Wesley Circles Luncheon 

Saturday, February 25: Young Family Pizza and Game Night 

Sunday, February 26: Youth Group Ski Trip 

 

Wednesday, March 1: Ash Wednesday Taizé Prayer Service begins 

Thursday, March 2: Wesley Circle Meeting 

Saturday, March 4: Rummage Sale 

Saturday, March 11: Spaghetti Dinner 

Monday, March 13: Serena’s Circle Book Club meeting 

Wednesday, March 15: Susanna Circle meeting 

 

Thursday, April 6: Wesley Circle 

Saturday, April 1: Bunny Breakfast 

Thursday, April 13: Maundy Thursday Service 

Friday, April 14: Good Friday Tenebrae Service 

Sunday, April 15: Easter Sunday 

Wednesday, April 19: Susanna Circle meeting 

 19         Joseph Dowgiallo 

 20       Felix Beriguete 

 24       Steve Lopes 

 26       Maggie Price 

 26       Elizabeth Sweeney 

 28       Robert Bedson 

 28       Daniel Vindheim 

February Anniversaries 

Feb 07  Carol and Bob Watson  58 years 
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We meet monthly for approximately 1 ½  hours 

for a fun and friendly discussion, except for sum-

mer months. If you have questions please contact 

Karen Price 203-333-1272 or Anne Regan in the 

church office. We welcome anyone to be a part 

of this wonderful group and share our insights  . 

 

 
 

 

Weekly Taizé Services to Resume 

Ash Wednesday, March 1 

9:30 am and 7:00 pm 
 

Come and Rest.  Come and Listen.  Come and Praise.   

Come and Give Thanks.  Come to Taizé Service. 

 

Services will be every Wednesday at 9:30 am and 7:00 pm  

for the months of: 
 

March, April, May, June and September, October, November and December. 

 

 

New Women’s Book Group Begins in March 

All women are invited to join a book discussion group that will meet 

Monday, March 13 at 7:00pm in Hood Parlor. We will be discussing 7 

Men and the Secret of their  Greatness by Eric Metaxis. Each chapter is 

a biographical sketch of a different inspiring Christian man.  

Please purchase the book and read Chapter One  

about the life of George Washington.  
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Young Families at Fairfield Grace 

Pizza and Game Night 
Saturday, February 25  

5:00—7:00 pm 

Bring your family’s favorite games! 
 

Contact Katie White at 607-379-8252 or 

kathleenwm@gmail.com 

to RSVP or for more info 

There will be a banner installed on the exterior of Fairfield Grace to make our congregation 

more visible to passing neighbors.  The trustees are arranging for this sign to be on the  

exterior wall of the church, facing the library.     

 

We are asking members to submit a phrase or saying that you feel identifies our church 

and will make those passing by feel welcome.    

 

Submit your idea to fairfieldgrace@sbcglobal.net by February 15. 

What Does Fairfield Grace 

Mean to You? 
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Susanna and Wesley Circles Luncheon 

Wed., February 15 at Noon 
 

Calling all Church Ladies:   
The Susanna and the Wesley Circles will have a joint meeting on Wednesday,  
February 15th at noon.  Our speakers, Bill Metzger and his colleague,  will be  

talking about Food Addiction.  This should prove to be a most interesting  
meeting.  Please bring your lunch; dessert and drinks will be provided are  

welcome.  Any questions, see Georgina  -203-335-7129,  
or gholdsworth@optimum.net, or in Church.   

 

Save the Date... 

Fairfield Grace Rummage Sale 

Saturday, March 4 

9:00 am—3:00 pm 
We need donations of clothing, children’s items and household goods.   

Draperies, rugs, bedding are accepted.   
 

Please do NOT bring the following items: 

Furniture, Books, VHS Tapes and Dishes. 
 

Contact Lee Del Vecchio  203-374-2130 

Spaghetti Dinner News 

Sat, Mar 11 & May 13 

4:45 PM—6:45 PM 

 

Spaghetti dinner will be held twice this spring, March 11 and May 13.    

If these two dinners go well with attendance and workers, dinners will be held 4 times 
between September and May.  We do need more help in the morning and evening.  You 

can sign up for one month if that is all the help you can give.   

Contact person, Charlene Brauns-Schindler, 203-371-5068. 
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YOUTH GROUP NEWS 

 

Fairfield Grace Youth Group Ski Trip 

Sunday February 26 

Ski Sundown, New Hartford, CT 

Meet at Church at 7 am. Return around 6 pm 

Adults $49, Juniors $41 (ages 7-14)  ~  Food, Rentals, Lessons Extra  

All ages welcome. Parents needed to drive. 

Contact Anna Schindler at 203-767-8749 or FairfieldGraceUMCYouth@gmail.com  
with questions 

Payment must be received by Sunday, February 19th 
 

High School and Young Adult Night at the Movies 

Friday, February 10 

Meet at Church. Time to be advised 

Text Anna with your movie vote at 203-767-8749 
 

Middle School Movie Night 

Saturday February 11 

Fairfield Grace Tremayne Hall  ~  7-9 pm 

Pizza will be served. Bring a dessert or snack to share 

Send Anna your suggestions for a movie 

Invite your friends and RSVP by February 11 

Anna Schindler, 203-767-8749, FairfieldGraceUMCYouth@gmail.com 

Is it a cold or flu?  

 

Fever, headache, fatigue and weakness, stuffy nose, sneezing, chest congestion are common with the flu which 

tends to come on suddenly.  A cold can have mild aches and pains, usually a stuffy nose, sore throat, cough.  A 

cold lasts seven days if treated with decongestants, etc. and a week if left alone.   

A tummy bug is making the rounds which is not to be confused with flu.  It is the Noro virus.  Hand washing is  

extremely important with all the above.  Hand sanitizer is okay with flu and a cold but not effective with the 

tummy bug.  Soap and water are the best ways to assure germ control.  Wash hands as soon as entering the 

house and several times during the day, especially when handling mail, newspaper, magazine, etc.  And if you 

don't feel good, stay home, it may prevent those around you from getting sick. 

mailto:FairfieldGraceUMCYouth@gmail.com
mailto:FairfieldGraceUMCYouth@gmail.com
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Red Cross Blood Drive 

Fairfield Grace Church 

Monday, March 27:  1:00—6:45 

Send updates, news and photos to  

fairfieldgrace@sbcglobal.net 

 

Deadline for the  

March 

Issue of the Quester is  

Monday, February 20. 

 

Deadline for weekly e-News is 

Tuesdays at 12:00 

Are you receiving our  

“Friday’s News”  

via email? 
 

Every Friday the church office sends out an 

email with important news,  

updates and reminders.  Please let Anne 

know if you do not see these emails every 

Friday in your inbox.  We want to make sure 

that you are  

informed of our weekly news as well as 

emergency alerts in the future.    

fairfieldgrace@sbcglobal.net 

Wesley Circle 

Speakers: 
 

Thurs, Feb 2 @ 10:00 am: Mark Rozelle 
Thurs, Mar 2 @ 10:00 am: Rev. Doug Osgood 

Thurs, May 11 @ 10:00 am: Rabbi Marcelo Kormis 

All interested men are invited to attend! 

 

Wednesday, February 15: please see page 7 for 
information on luncheon  and speaker with 

Susanna Circle. 
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EMERGENCY NUMBERS 
 

When in sorrow, call John 14.  
When men fail you, call Psalm 27.  
If you want to be fruitful, call John 15.  
When you have sinned , call Psalm 51.  
When you worry, call Matthew 6:19-34.  
When you are in danger, call Psalm 91.  
When God seems far away, call Psalm 139.  
When your faith needs stirring, call Hebrews 11.  
When you are lonely and fearful, call Psalm 23.  
When you grow bitter and critical, call 1 Corinth 13.  
For Paul's secret to happiness, call Col. 3:12-17.  
When you feel down and out, call Romans 8:31-39.  
When you want peace and rest, call Matt. 11:25-30.  
When the world seems bigger that God, call Psalm 90.  
When you want Christian assurance, call Romans 8:1-30.  
When you leave home for labor or travel, call Psalm 121.  
When your prayer grow narrow or selfish, call Psalm 67.  
For great invention/opportunity, call Isaiah 55.  
When you want courage for a task, call Joshua 1.  
How to get alone with fellowmen, call Romans 12.  
When you think in investments/returns, call Mark 10.  
If you are depressed, call Psalm 27.  
If your pocketbook is empty, call Psalm 37.  
If your loosing confidence in people, call 1 Corinth. 13.  
If people seem unkind, call John 15.  
If discouraged about your work, call Psalm 126.  
If you find the world growing small, and yourself great, call Psalm 19. 

 
 

Emergency numbers may be dialed direct. No operator assistance is necessary.  
All lines are open to Heaven 24 hours a day!    

Feed your faith, and doubt will starve to death! 

 
 

~ Thank you to Karen Price for submitting this article ~ 



11  

 

  

A great opportunity to help Fairfield Grace at  

NO EXTRA COST TO YOU! 

 

 Still don't know what to get for your niece or nephew?  How about a gift card to the GAP?  You can buy a $25 

gift card to the GAP —you do not pay anything extra—and Fairfield Grace will receive 14% ($3.50).  It is that 

easy.   

 How about something for your friend who loves to read?  You can buy a gift card to  

Barnes and Noble for $10—you do not pay anything extra—and Fairfield Grace will receive  8% . 

 Do you need a new outfit to wear to a Holiday event?  Buy a gift card to Macy’s instead of paying with your 

credit card at the store and Fairfield Grace will receive 10%. 

 Planning a big family meal for a gathering over Christmas and New Year’s?  You can buy gift cards to Stop and 

Shop , Shop Rite—even Target—and use them when you are shopping for Holiday dinners or decorations.  

Fairfield Grace will receive a percentage of the gift cards that you purchase.     

  

 

Maybe you have heard about this program called SCRIPPS that Martha Wood  

has been promoting  - but aren't sure how you can participate?   

 

Martha Wood is at church after the Services to explain the program, how easy it is, 

answer any questions you may have and get you started! 

 

Here is how it works:   

 You fill out a form to request gift card(s), Martha will have these forms available for you 

after the Service on Sunday. You choose the retailer and the amount of the gift card.  You give 

Martha a check with the form for the exact amount of gift cards you are buying, nothing extra.   If 

you fill it out Sunday, you will have the gift cards in your hand by the next Sunday.  That is all you 

need to do.   

  This list of retailers from which you can choose is 3 pages long!  Martha will have copies of 

the list….there is a list on the hallway bulletin board….stop by the office and pick up a list, as well.  
 

We are hoping that church members will use this opportunity to make their gifts really  

count this season.  You can support your church financially and  

not have to spend anything extra.  Please, give it a try!    
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Weekly Discussion Groups ~ Meet in Hood Parlor 

Wednesday at 10:10 am, Thursday at 6:45 pm, and Sunday at 9:00 am 

 

DATE CHAPTER TOPIC
9/25/16 1 God Mission Sunday

10/2/16 2 Personal God World Communion Sunday

10/9/16 3 Salvation Children's Sabbath

10/16/16 4 The Bible Laity Sunday

10/23/16 5 Identity in Christ

10/30/16 6 Church Reformation Sunday

11/6/16 7 Humanity All Saints Day

11/13/16 8 Compassion Veteran's Day/Organ Donation

11/20/16 9 Stewardship Consecration Sunday

11/27/16 10 Eternity Advent begins

12/4/16 11 Worship Caroling Sunday

12/11/16 Advent Study 1 Cantata

12/18/16 Advent Study 2 Sunday School Pageant

12/25/16 Advent Study 3 Christmas

1/1/17 12 Prayer New Year's Day

1/8/17 13 Bible Study Baptism of the Lord

1/15/17 14 Single-Mindedness

1/22/17 15 Total Surrender

1/29/17 16 Biblical Community

2/5/17 17 Spiritual Gifts Souper Bowl Sunday

2/12/17 18 Offering My Time Scouting Sunday

2/19/17 19 Giving My Resources

2/26/17 20 Sharing My Faith Transfiguration Sunday

3/5/17 21 Love First Sunday in Lent

3/12/17 22 Joy

3/19/17 23 Peace

3/26/17 24 Self-Control

4/2/17 25 Hope

4/9/17 Easter Study 1 Palm Sunday

4/16/17 Easter Study 2 Easter Sunday

4/23/17 26 Patience

4/30/17 27 Kindness/Goodness

5/7/17 28 Faithfulness

5/14/17 29 Gentleness Mother's Day

5/21/17 30 Humility

5/28/17 Pentecost Study 1 Memorial Day Sunday

6/4/17 Pentecost Study 2 Pentecost

6/11/17                Celebration of the "Believe" Journey
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