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A high-powered Chicago attorney went to Texas to dove hunt. He shot a dove and it fell over behind a fence. The attorney climbed the fence and saw his dove. He also saw a rough Texas farmer on his tractor.  The farmer asked, “What are you doing here?” The attorney said, “I’m dove hunting and I shot this dove. I’ve come to get it.” The farmer said, “You can’t do that. This is private property.” The attorney puffed out his chest and said, “If you don’t give me my dove, I’ll sue you.” The wise old Texan said, “Well, that’s not how we do it down here.”  “How do you do it down here,” the attorney asked. “We have the Texas three-kick rule.” Puzzled, the attorney asked, “What’s the three kick rule.” The farmer explained, “I kick you three times. Then you kick me three times. We keep doing it until one of us gives up.” The smart attorney thought about it and said, “OK, let’s do the three-kick rule.”   The rough Texan got off his tractor wearing big, heavy cowboy boots. “I’ll start,” he said. He kicked the attorney in the leg and the attorney felt sharp, searing pain, but he stayed up. The farmer kicked him again and the attorney doubled over and fell to the dirt in agony. Then, the farmer kicked him a third time in the head and the attorney saws stars.  The attorney staggered to his feet and squeaked out, “Now, it’s my turn.” The Texas farmer said, “Nah, I give up. You can have your dove.” 
Sometimes a good swift kick with a cowboy boot moves things along. But some problems can’t be solved with a swift kick.  The number one barrier between us and God is the sin nature. Cowboy boots won’t help.  The Story continues with how God removes the sin barrier. 



Let’s do review the Story we have heard so far.   We recall God’s promise to Abraham: “I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. All peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”  God’s plan unfolded very slowly but surely.  Abraham finally got his own son, Isaac very later to his and his wife, Sarah’s surprise.  Isaac got a twin from Rebecca, Esau and Jacob.  Jacob got twelve sons from Leah and her servant, Zilpah and Rachel and her servant Bilhah.  The eleventh one was Joseph, Jacob’s favorite.  
We heard his life long story last Sunday.  Joseph had tough and rough and painful journey, being abandoned by his jealous brothers at age 17, sold to slavery and cast into prison.  But eventually, after interpreting the dream Pharaoh dreamed, he became the second Pharaoh in charge of the whole land in Egypt.  Under his leadership, Egypt was able to save enough crops for the 7 year long drought season.
His brothers who had sold him to Egypt had to visit Egypt to get some crops for their father, Jacob and family.  Last Sunday Karen highlighted the moving encounter between Joseph and his brothers.  

“I am your brother Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt! And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of you. ….. God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and to save your lives by a great deliverance.  “So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God. (Genesis 45:4b-8a)  What a moving and powerful moment.  Eventually Joseph encouraged and helped his parents and his brothers and their families immigrate to Egypt.  
From the divine point of view, Joseph was called and used by God for God’s plan, that is, building up a new nation.  Yes, God’s guiding hands were there in the middle of Joseph’s difficult journey.  God’s plan to build a new nation was accomplished through Joseph and his family. 

Today the Story opens with God’s new nation’s need for deliverance.  God’s new nation is in danger of being annihilated in Egypt.   The new nation was settled in Egypt smoothly in the beginning.  But When a new Pharaoh who did not know Joseph came to power, the new nation, known as Hebrews became slaves for 400 years.  The new Pharaoh was intimidated by the new nation and its growing population and feared a take-over.  So he ordered the death of all new-born Hebrew boys.  
Moses was part of God’s plan to deliver Hebrews from the bondage of slavery.  Moses was one of the new-born Hebrew boys who supposed to be killed but saved and raised in the Pharaoh’s house.  As a fugitive after killing an Egyptian, Moses ran out of Egypt and had to live 40 years as a shepherd.  God spoke to him at the burning bush, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering.  So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey… So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.”
In the deliverance of his people, Hebrews, God reveals Godself in three ways. 

God’s name, God’s power, and God’s plan. 
God reveals his name: “I am that I am” to Moses.  When Moses was called to go and bring the people of God out of Egypt, he asked God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what shall I tell them?”  God said to Moses, “I am who I am. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I am has sent me to you.’”  “I am that I am” (Yahweh) means the self-existent one. 
God also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The Lord, the God of your fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has sent me to you.’  God also reveals God’s faithfulness to fulfil the promise and keep the covenant with Abraham.   
God’s power was revealed in the 10 plagues against the gods of Egypt.  In Moses’ time there were no atheists. People believed in god or gods. The key question was “Who is the most powerful god?”   God used the plagues to harden Pharoah’s heart and to reveal his own mighty power.   In the beginning, Moses attempted to convince the Pharaoh by turning his staff into a snake, but when court magicians repeated the transformation, the Pharaoh was unconvinced. The plagues occurred in Egypt when the Pharaoh would not let the Israelites go.  The first 9 plagues were blood, frogs, gnats and lice, flies, diseased livestock, boils, hail, locusts and darkness.  Interestingly enough, in spite of all these terrible and harsh plagues, Pharaoh was not willing to let the Israelites go.  God hardened Pharaoh’s heart each time and waited for the last one: the death of the firstborn.  
The last one not only reveals God’s power, but points to God’s plan that requires the shedding of lamb’s blood. 

Pages 51-52 of The Story are read without comment. 

God delivered the new nation by an undeniable demonstration of the power of God as seen in the plagues and the crossing through the Red Sea.

This could be a cowboy boot moment for you. I am serious.  We all are in slavery to sin. The destroyer—death—is coming. We need the blood of a lamb just as the Israelites did. 
Where will we get it?  Do you remember John the Baptist, pointing Jesus and saying, “Behold, the lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” John 1:19
Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 5:7, “For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.”  One of the biggest clues in the Story is in the deliverance: the blood of a lamb. 

This morning, I would like to invite you to ask in faith for the blood of Jesus to be put on the doorframe of your soul.  The deliverance from sin is free, but you must ask for it. Humble yourself.  If you have never asked God to apply the blood of Jesus to your life, do so now.  “I cannot save myself, O Jesus.  Save me.  I cannot not it.  Help me.” 
If you have done so before, do it anew.  It is something we need to do every day to remind ourselves that we are justified by only faith in Christ Jesus, the Lamb of God, and his atoning sacrifice on the cross.  Through Christ and his atoning blood, we only can be truly saved.  Yes, we need to apply the blood of the Lamb of God to our daily life to be born anew and be set from the bondage of sin nature
Hymn 351, “Pass me not, O Gentle Savior” as we all are in prayer asking God for deliverance through Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God.

1

