The Quester

Fairfield Grace United

Methodist Church

A Message From

>

Our P a s t Septengber

Dear Beloved FGUMC Family Members
and Friends,

Welcome home! | would like to welcome
you and your family back to our regular
church life. | trust that we are ready to
serve God and the people of God with the
strength that we received from our sum-
mer rest.

September is a new beginning of our
ministry together. Following the vision
process, we have been focusing on two
areas of ministry: communication and
children/youth ministry. We would like

to strengthen the communication among
ourselves and between the community
and our church. Why are we here? We
are here to share the Gospel of Jesus
Christ with the community near and far.
We dondét want to negl ect
calling that we have received from God.
We would also like to create in our
church school a fun and exciting place for
learning and growing for our younger
generation. Why are we here? We are
here to prepare our children and youth to
be disciples of Jesus Christ for the trans-
formation of the worl d.
neglect this important calling either. Tak-
ing this opportunity, | would like to give
my sincere thanks to those task force
members who spent extra time and effort
during the summer time. Let us bring our
hearts and energy together to build up a
healthy body of Jesus Christ, reaching
out to people both young and old in the
community.

2010

We have been told that there are floods
in Pakistan. Many lost their lives and
many suffer due to this natural disas-
ter. Certainly, there are many other
places in the world where people suffer
and agonize because of lack of food,
water and shelter, including people in
North Korea where | visited in the mid-
dle of August. What do we do when
people suffer? We, the United Method-
ists, are not silent when our neighbors
are in need. We not only pray for their
wellbeing but also reach out with the
blessings we have received abundantly
from God. Let us join to share our re-
sources gladly and willingly with them.

Rally Day has been set on September

12th. Come casually with your family

members and friends to celebrate the

freBh'strt of JUrScRutMRar. The wor-

ship service begins at ten
lowed by a church picnic. Find out

more about this special day in this

mont hés Quester.

See you soon at the church!

Weun €afMp8stor want to

P.S. Itis my great joy to announce that
our brother Francis Amoo is getting
married on September 25th in Ghana.
Please join me in congratulating him
and his wife, Panyin.



Taize Prayer Service
at Fairfield Grace!

Taize will be offered every Wednesday!
(beginning in September)
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Morning Service: 9:308 10:00am
Evening Service: 7:000 7:30pm

The Spirit is moving us to offer Taize services every
Wednesday. This quiet, reflective, meditative and
prayerful time gives an opportunity to start or end
your day in a beautiful, peaceful way.

It only takes a spark to get a fire going...so why not
invite a friend or neighbor to experience Taize?

Questions, call Dot Daruka at (203) 366-1509

Worship/Enrichment

Faithful Leadership Series
Starts Tuesday Night Oct 5 at 7:30

Pastor Cho and Terry Medlin will lead a series on
Faithful Leadership starting Tuesday night Oct5 ,
and continuing through Nov 23 . Churches need new
leaders to provide the fresh wisdom and expanded
energy required to keep church ministry vibrant, and
relevant. This series will explore what faithful leader-
ship means and what we can learn from the many
examples of leaders in the Bible. The material for this
class will be the book "Faithful Leadership”, and a
Kerygma study guide, God Calls Leaders. We invite
you to accept God's invitation to help lead this con-
gregation, and join us for this important series. Please
signup for the class by contacting Ann Bartlett. The

fee for the class materials will be $20.

Everything You Wanted to Know About Prayer But Were Afraid to Ask:
Adult Sunday School Class on Prayer Begins September 19

As Christians, we believe in the power of prayer i but we still have a lot of questions about prayer. To
enrich our prayer lives, the Adult Sunday School will sponsor a 6 -week session on prayer starting Sep-
tember 19. The purpose is to discuss prayer and share our faith journeys. The likely topics will be:

What is Prayer?

The Lordds Prayer as a
When and How does God Answer Prayer
Barriers to Prayer

When God is Silent

Our Responses to Prayer

Some of you may have read the book Too Busy Not To Pray, which Pastor Cho has recommended as
summer reading. That book may have raised
read the book or not, feel free to join us in fellowship, to learn and to share. Adult Sunday School is
held on Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m. in Hood Parlor, directly behind the sanctuary.

Lectionary Reading Schedule

September 26, 2010 [Green]
18th Sunday After Pentecost
Jeremiah 32-Ba, 615

Psalm 91:16, 1416 (UMH 810)
1 Timothy 6:619

September 5, 2010 [Green]
15th Sunday After Pentecost
Jeremiah 1811

Psalm 139:36, 1318 (UMH 854)
Philemon 121

Luke 14:2533

September 12, 2010 [Green]
16th Sunday After Pentecost
Jeremiah 4:1112, 2228
Psalm 14 (UMH 746)

1 Timothy 1:1217

September 19, 2010 [Green]

17th Sunday After Pentecost
Jeremiah 8:18:1

Psalm 79:19 or Psalm 4 (UMH 741)
1 Timothy 2:17

Page 2 The Quester ~ Sept 2010

qguestionfs you



Simple Living Series
Begins on October 31st
On Sunday Afternoons

A new series will start on Sunday afternoon Oct 31 ,
and run for four weeks. The series deals with
"Enough - Discovering Joy Through Simplicity and
Generosity", a new book by United Methodist pastor
Adam Hamilton. The group will meet at 4:30 on Sun-
day afternoons for the four weeks, ending on Nov
21, and explore our lives and ways we can simplify
what we do while enhancing our generosity at the
same time. If ever there was a time for a topic such
as this, it surely it is now. Please register in advance
for the class so that materials can be ordered for
you. To register, see Terry or Carol Medlin. Please
register by Oct 17th so that books ( which cost
$9.00) can be received in time. By the way, we will
end our sessions with dinner, for those that want that
option.

|l magi ne What Your Life Would Be Like
oCalling al Woman Who Worryo

A new womeniis book study group forming to mee%00pmneveddst
and 3rd Monday of the mont h. We will study the book

Woman worry a lot. We worry about our children, our friends, our careers, our families, our spousesi the list could go

Enrichment

Talking With God in Old Age
Starts Sunday Oct 3

Want to be part of something fun and meaning-
ful? Join the lifelines group and explore the lat-
est book by well known author, Missy Bu-
chanan, called "Talking With God in Old

Age." We will meet after church in Hood Par-
lor, for the five Sundays in October (Oct 38
Oct 31). Bring your lunch and join us for some
lively discussion.You need to register in ad-
vance and pay $10 for the book. See Terry
Medlin or Phil Stein to register.

on and on. Yes, we want to be content and trust God with our worries, but it is a struggle to let go and free ourselves

from the burden of anxiety.
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youfire tired
Scripture,

of worrying
T Calm my

ment and ways to apply it to your daily life.

Questions, contact Karen Price at (203) 333-1272.
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about
Anxi ous
coming anxiety, this book includes a twelve-week Bible study to help you discover what the Bible says about
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Registration Form
Deadline: September 20th

Name

Address

Phone Number

Email
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I:I Please order me the book. A check is attached in the amount of $12.00 made out to FGUMC. (to Church Office)

|:| | will order my own book.

The Quester ~ Sept 2010

Page 3

[
(0]

Wi

a
C

y
a

n
0

k

t

€
n

Y
i



Committee News/Events

FAIRFIELD GRACE
Finance Committee Report

June 2010
Pledges & Offerings $13,832
2" Sunday for Connectional Ministry 591
Fundraiser-Spaghetti Supper 766
Fundraiser-Summerfest 3,813
Building rentals 830
Total income for ministry in June at Fairfield Grace 19,832

Total expenses for ministry in June at Fairfield Grace 21,012

Shortfall for June $ 1,180

Additional giving included:
Pennies for People  $51.00

VBS $25.00
Heifer Fund $17.00
Mission Fund $35.00

FAIRFIELD GRACE
Finance Committee Report

July 2010
Pledges & Offerings $10,825
2" Sunday for Connectional Ministry 795
Nursery School 3" payment 7,500
Nursery School donation 3,000
Building rentals 1,457
Total income for ministry in July at Fairfield Grace $ 23,577
Total expenses for ministry in July at Fairfield Grace 23,552

As a mission minded church committed to serving others, we also gave
$1,299.17 to the following:

Feed the hungry $ 47.00
Covenant to Care 30.00
Pennies for People 81.00

Al ex 6s Lemonade fund ©0#.4m VBS

Bridgeport Rescue Mission 40.00
Upper Room Donation 25.00
Swim Across the Sound 800.00

et
cave we 0%

Helping Hands Auction
Saturday, October 23, 2010

Our annual fall fund raising event will be held on Sat-
urday night Oct 23. We will have dinner, entertain-
ment, and bidding wars leading to a ton of money for
our church! We want every family to participate by
donating quality items that can generate interest and
enthusiasm, as well as by attending the event and
helping the bidding process.

Want to help plan the event? Contact Terry or Carol
Medlin (tmedlin@cimitry.com or 203-576-1704) Tick-
ets will go on sale on Sunday Oct 3.
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VIM Team Forming

Coming this fall, the Mission team will start a
monthly discussion group on what it means to
serve on a mission work team going to other
countries or even here in our own state. We invite
anyone from the church or the community to join
us and explore the concept. You can be curious or
committed, either way works. Participation does
NOT carry the burden of making a decision to go
to any specific spot, or at any specific time. We
will explore the planning process, the training
needs, and the financial implications of these
trips. Our conference has teams that go to Haiti,
Ecuador, Bolivia, Ghana, Mozambique, and Thai-
land. Felix wants to plan a trip to the Dominican
Republic. We will have our kickoff meeting in

late September, on Sunday Sep 26 at 5:00.
Contact Terry Medlin for more information. If you
might ever want to go, then join us as we launch
this new program.

The Quester ~ Sept 2010
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Committee News/Events

atin SAVE THE DATEGé.

International Taste of Fairfield Grace
Sunday October 3, 2010

Yoga at Fairfield Grace

Come and join us onTuessdays from 7:30 5:00f1 700 pm

to 8:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary to build flexi- Fellowship Hall

:)él;gig:],bggtyé ?mg:;shiﬁlr:gt c;(r? %2 Isrggf 2 The Fellowship Team would like to invite you to join us
ticed by people of all faiths and tradi- for an INTERNATIONAL TASTE OF FAIRFIELD GRACE.
tions. The purpose of meditation is to hear T.h's event W'!I fea_tqre an opportunity to Sa_mple many
God. In the world we live in today | find it different ethnic cuisines representing the diverse

nearly impossible to hear God through all the makeup of our congregation. Come an enjoy some of
commotion and business of both life and in the succulent foods of other nations while enjoying a

my own mind. Yoga and meditation offer the typical Fairfield Grace opportunity for warm fellowship.

There is no charge for this event, but a freewill offering
will be taken. For further information, contact Karen
Price at 3331271. Those interested in providing food
should contact Patty Jurgieliewicz at (203) 445-8896.

Sg A

time and tools to sit quietly and ask God for
nothing, but just listen. No experience is re-
quired and the class is free. Peace andNa-
maste (the light in me bows to the light in
you). Leslie Cheney

Walking (and Hiking) Team News

The activity team has continued to plan events through the summer, and we are ready for a full range of events this
fall. We will have a walk after church on Sunday Sep 5, followed by lunch somewhere for those who want to join us.
We will do an easy, short walk on flat surfaces so all can participate.

On Saturday Sep 11, we will go for a hike, probably to Devil's Den in Wilton. On September 18, we will go for a longer
hike to Sleeping Giant State Park. For both events, please tell us you are coming, and we will forward additional infor-
mation. We will depart from the church at 8:30 for both these events.

Contact Terry Medlin or Felix Beriguete for more information, or to signup for one of the walks or hikes.

Mission Team Walks Part 1 (Oct 9)

The Mission Team will once again join the Hartford Marathon on Oct 9, to raise money for Bishop Park's Mission Fund.
We would ask that you sponsor the team's efforts by making a contribution, or walk with us. The Mission Fund is a vital
pool of money that the Bishop uses for resources required for church revitalization as well as VIM team support. See
Terry Medlin for information on the walk. For donations, please give money

or checks to Terry or Carol Medlin, or to Felix Beriguete

Mission Team Walks Part 2 (Oct 16)

The Mission Team will sponsor Marge Jenkins in her efforts to raise money in the Suicide Prevention Walk, occurring
on Saturday Oct 16 in Westport, at Sherwood Island. See Marje Jenkins (203-371-7595) or Sue Van Scoy for more
information on joining the walk, or to make a donation for this important event. We will have a team of walkers, so join
us!
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TOGIFT GENTS
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AT FAIRFIELD GRACE

Please remember to buy gift cards for your regular
shopping needs. This is such an easy way to provide
extra funds for the church without increasing your
household budget. Bring your checkbook on Sun-
day. | am in Fellowship Hall every Sunday to take
orders or you can place orders by leaving a form in
my mailbox in the Church office or even call me to
arrange an order- Thank you. Martha Wood

©r~
@j‘
!

New Serving Ministry Forming at the

Bridgeport Rescue Mission

The Bridgeport Rescue Mission needs our help by
serving meals at their main facility. Similar to
what we do at Golden Hill, we will arrive at 4:45pm
to serve meals, and then leave for home by
6:15pm. The team will need to have four people
on days that we service. Please contact Terry
Medlin or Carol Medlin, tmedlin@cimitry.com;
(203) 576-1704 if you want to help as your sched-
ule allows. You will be blessed by joining.

Committee News/Events

THE QUESTER

The deadline for submissions for the October ed/-
tion of Quester will be Monday, September 20th.
Please send all submissions to Ann Bartlett at fair-
fieldgrace @sbcglobal.net.

Have you ever considered being an Angel”
Sanctuary Angels Needed

Rebecca Circle

Calling all ladies of Fairfield Grace - the Rebecca Circle will have
their first meeting of the 2010-2011 year on Monday, September
27th at 6 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. This will be one of our terrific
POTLUCK SUPPERS, so please contact Georgina Holdsworth or
Marge Hood in Church to let them know what you will bring, or if
you would like suggestions. Annual dues for the Rebeccas ($5)
are payable then. If you have never been to a Rebecca meeting,
now is the time to check us out. We are a great group of ladies
and we welcome you to join us. If you have any questions, please
call Georgina (current chair) at 203-335-7129, or see her in
Church.

Please also mark your calendars now for our future meetings -
all 4th Monday of the month unless there is a clash. October
25th, November 22nd, no December meeting, January 24th,
February 21st, March 21st, April 25th, May 23rd and June
27th. Check future Questers and Church Bulletins for informa-
tion about these meetings.
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Naomi Circle

The Naomi Circle will meet on Wednesday, September
15th, at 10:30 am in Fellowship Hall. As of now, a pro-
gram has not been scheduled; however, at this meeting
future plans and options will be discussed for the com-
ing year. We would welcome new members and fresh
ideas. So - please ladies of the church, consider joining
the Naomis - we meet just once a month on the 3rd
Wednesday. Give it some thought!!!

Our hostesses for this meeting are Hazel Aldrich and
Marge Hood. Casseroles will be provided by Marge
Hood, Dot Peck and Jean Stevens. Salads will be pro-
vided by Emma Gilbert, Ormie Gilbert and Jean Ste-
vens. Paper products will be collected for delivery to
Bethel Recovery Center. For more information and if
you have any questions, please call Leah Larsen at 203-
259-6095 or email to AWLLDL@aol.com.
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Committee News/Events

Youth Group
Dear FGUMC Friends & Family,

This is such an exciting time to be a part of Fairfield Grace Church as we all re-think and re-energize together. | am privi-
leged to be a part of the Youth Ministry Task Force, one of two recently formed task forces to help direct our church in the
direction of a five year re-thinking, re-energizing plan. The Youth Task Force has been working very hard to figure out
how to make FGUMC radically welcoming to children and youth (K-12), so that FGUMC will not only be a place children
and youth want to come, but will also excitedly make their home. Keep your eyes out for once a month contemporary ser-
vices, banners to make the building more noticeable and visually appealing, VBS styled middle school sunday school
programs, a Youth VS. Adults Wiffle Ball game at Rally Day,  and a brand new website (thanks to the communication
task force) http:/fgumcyouth.posterous.com

High School Students:

Wednesday, September 15 at 7pm, we will kick off our weekly meetings. We will be meeting every Wednesday at 7 in the
youth room.

Middle School Students:

The first Big Night Out will be Saturday, October 2 @5pm. Look for Sign Ups Sunday mornings. We will have a Big Night
Out every first Saturday of the month.

Be sure to check the new website often to stay up to date. | will be updating it at least once a week to keep information
current. http:/fgumcyouth.posterous.com

| hope the entire FGUMC body will share in my excitement as we seek to radically engage the youth of Fairfield County.
This is a very exciting time to be a member of FGUMC.

In Christ,

Sam Joy, Director of Youth Ministry

FAIRFIELD GRACE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH - FALL 2010

LEARN GODG6S AND GRANDMAS WAY OF MANAGI NG YOUR M
Are you overwhelmed with debt? Is there too much month left at the end of your money?
FPU will help you learn how to beat debt, save for the future, and give like never before.
Preview:
Tuesday September 14, 2010 (7:00 p.m.)
Sunday September 19, 2010 (1:00 p.m.)

Classes: (13 weeks - every Tuesday evening 7:00 p.m. 8 9:00 p.m.)
Tuesday September 21, 2010 & December 14, 2010
The class will be taught by Dave Ramsey via DVD from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Small group discussions follow from 8:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

Membership Kit** ($100.00) entitles you to a lifetime membership (Attend future FPU classes whenever and wher-
ever you want at no charge)

**Contains book, workbook, entire 13 wk class on audio -CD, envelope system and much more
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United Methodist Men
are Cooking!

Want to learn how to make (and then enjoy) apple pies?
Marge Hood will teach us on Monday night, = Septem-
ber 13. Arrive at 6:00pm. Cost will be $10 per person.

Committee News/Events

Volunteer at
The Connecticut Hospice, Inc.

If you or someone you know is looking for an opportunity to
serve others in your community, we would like to hear from

you. Our patients and families are in need of your care and
support. As a CONNECTICUT HOSPICE VOLUNTEER, you cal
your hours (weekdays/evenings or weekends) by assisting in an
administrative capacity or offering direct care as a friendly visi-
tor, provide pastoral or bereavement care, help in the arts or
meet transportation needs. For more information please call

We can take only 6 men so sign up now! This will be Pat Corradino, Director of Volunteer Services-800-

fun! 8HOSPICE, ext. 510. You can also email pnowak@hospice.con

Wesley Village

Craft Fair
Festival of Trees
sponsored by Valley Interfaith Caregivers

Saturday & Sunday, November 20 & 21
10:00 am 3 3 pm

A»»OJ/Z(', ~152° °1q°13, ‘1 ;37 A—..ﬂ °A°1(',Y&
Dear Friend,

I will be joining with thousands of people nationwide to walk in AFSP's Out of the Darkness Community Walk to benefit the Ameri-
can Foundation for Suicide Prevention.

My personal fundraising goal is $500. Whatever you can do will be so appreciated. Thank you in advance. | would appreciate any
support that you give me for this worthwhile cause.

Slightly over a year ago, my son-in-law, who had been ill for years, took his own life, He left behind a daughter, and his wife, Mau-
reen Jenkins-Lord and a daughter and two teenage sons, one of whom is handicapped. Last fall we all walked in Manchester at the
Out of Darkness Walk to raise money for suicide prevention. This is so very important to us, to raise awareness.

The American Foundation for Suicide Prevention is at the forefront of research, education and prevention initiatives designed to re-
duce loss of life from suicide. With more than 33,000 lives lost each year in the U.S. and over one million worldwide, the importance
of AFSP's mission has never been greater, nor our work more urgent.

I hope you will consider supporting my participation in this event. Any contribution will help the work of AFSP, and all donations are
100% tax deductible.

Donating online is safe and easy! To make an online donation please search for my name on www.outofthedarkness.org and the
click " support this participant”. If you would rather donate by check please make the check out to AFSP and mail it in with the off-
line donation form.

Thank you for considering this request for your support. If you have any questions about the Out of the Darkness Community Walks
or AFSP do not hesitate to contact me or visit www.afsp.org

Sincerely,

Marge Jenkins




