The Quester

Fairfield Grace United
Methodist Church

April, 2018

A Message from Pastor Cho:
To My Dearest Sisters and Brothers of Fairfield Grace,

“Christ is risen. Christ is risen, indeed.” May all of you be filled with the joy and the hope of the
resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Five long-time and faithful FGUMC members have entered life eternal during Lent of 2018-- Jim
Lubeck on Thursday, February 15, Patricia Vosburgh on Friday, March 9, Priscilla Gminski on
Saturday, March 10, Dottie Connelly on Thursday, March 15, and Sung K. Chun on Wednesday,
March 28. It was a heavy-hearted and saddened Lenten season for many of us, including
myself. As a matter of fact, it was the first time that | prepared and officiated at four funeral
services within the duration of a month. Be informed that a memorial service for Patricia
Vosburgh is scheduled on Friday, April 27. They have left behind a big empty space in our
hearts, which | expect will remain for a long time. We continue to keep in our thoughts and
prayers their family members in grief.

Henri Nouwen, whom | consider as one of my spiritual mentors, writes, “Dying is a gradual
diminishing and final vanishing over the horizon of life. When we watch a sailboat leaving port
and moving toward the horizon, it becomes smaller and smaller until we can no longer see it.
But we must trust that someone is standing on a faraway shore seeing that same sailboat
become larger and larger until it reaches its new harbor. Death is a painful loss. When we
return to our homes after a burial, our hearts are in grief. But when we think about the One
standing at the other shore eagerly waiting to welcome our beloved friend into a new home, a
smile can break through our tears.” How comforting it is!

Remembering our beloved ones who have finished their earthly journey before us, | ponder
how | would like to live before my earthly journey ends. Yes, we all are dying sooner or later.
Once again, Henri Nouwen shares with us this eye-opening insight: “Dying well means dying for
others, making our lives fruitful for those we leave behind. The big question, therefore, is not
“What can | still do in the years | have left to live?” but “How can | prepare myself for my death
so that my life can continue to bear fruit in the generations that will follow me?” Jesus died well
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because through dying he sent his Spirit of Love to his friends, who with that Holy Spirit could
live better lives. Can we also send the Spirit of Love to our friends when we leave them? Or are
we too worried about what we can still do? Dying can become our greatest gift if we prepare
ourselves to die well.” Wouldn’t you want to intentionally and passionately prepare yourself
to die well? 1 would. | hope we also join to say, “We would!” We are the living body of Jesus
Christ, the risen Lord. We are here to “die well.” We are here “Making our lives fruitful for
those we leave behind.”

How can we make our lives fruitful for those who come after us? Praying is, | firmly believe,
one sure way. Yes, as people of God, worshiping weekly is important. “Holy conferencing” —
small group meetings-- help us grow strong and mature in faith. Loving fellowshipping is
another key discipline we need to stay strong. But | would say that praying together and indi-
vidually is a foremost foundation of the church mission and ministry. Praying helps us to stay
not only in an intimate relationship with God, but also awakes us to the awesome call from
the Lord. It directs and empowers us in such a way that we may enjoy obeying Jesus’ greatest
commandment, loving God and our neighbors, which eventually makes our lives fruitful for
those who come after us.

| am glad and grateful that many of us have been joining to pray for the church and its vital
growth every Wednesday morning at 9:30 am wherever we might be. | am also happy that
we open the sanctuary every Wednesday from 6 pm to 7:30 pm for a Centering Praying
meeting. We pray for ourselves and for one another. We pray for the mission and ministry of
Fairfield Grace Church. We pray for the world, the nations and the neighbors. Above all, we
pray that we may make our Christian lives fruitful for those whom we leave behind. Pray, and
you will be enlightened and empowered. Pray, and you will be filled with the joy of living and
loving day by day. Pray and you will make your life fruitful for people whom you leave

behind. Amen. Amen.

Blessings,

Kun Sam, your M&M partner

THANK YOU
from the staff to church members...

A heartfelt and sincere thank you from the staff to all church
members for the very generous Holiday gift. We are grateful for your kindness
and thoughtfulness during this season as well as throughout the year.

Your support makes us thankful to be a part of the Fairfield Grace family.




Consider a Bequest to Fairfield Grace in Your Will

Your gifts to Fairfield Grace ensure the means to continue the mission and ministry of the church into the
future. Members and friends are encouraged to make a bequest in a Will to benefit the church or specific
ministries of the church.

Ways to designate the amount of your bequest:

Specific Dollar Amount,

I give, devise and bequest to Fairfield Grace United Methodist Church located at 1089 Fairfield
Woods Road Fairfield, CT the sum of dollars ($ ) {or specifically described
personal or real property} for its general uses and purposes. [The bequest can also designate
specific ministries or purposes for its use.]

Specific Percentage,

I give; devise and bequest to Fairfield Grace United Methodist Church located at 1089 Fairfield
Woods Road Fairfield, CT an amount equal to  percent (__ %) of the value of my gross or net
estate, both real and personal for its general uses and purposes. [The bequest can also designate
specific ministries or purposes for its use.]

Residual Bequest,

I give; devise and bequest to Fairfield Grace United Methodist Church located at 1089 Fairfield
Woods Road Fairfield, CT the entire residue of my estate, both real and personal for its general
uses and purposes. [The bequest can also designate specific ministries or purposes for its use.]

The bequest can be added as a codicil/attachment to your current Will. If you don’t have a Will the State
of Connecticut will determine who receives your estate after your death. Anyone that owns a house
should have a Will if they know who they want to receive their remaining estate. It will also keep the
cost of settling the estate down.

(These are suggestions and should be approved by your attorney.)




Lectionary Readings

Apr 1: Acts 10:34-43; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; | Corinthians 15:1-11; John 20:1-18
Apr 8: Acts 4:32-35; Psalm 133; 1John 1:1-2:2; John 20:19-31

Apr 15: Acts 3:12-19; Ps 4; 1 John 3:1-7; Luke 24:36b-48

Apr 22: Acts 4:5-12; Psalm 23; 1 John 3:16-24; John 10:11-18

Apr 29: Acts 8:26-40; Psalm 22:25-31; 1 John 4:7-21; John 15:1-8

Adult Bible Studz ~ 2017-2018

“Top Ten United Methodist Beliefs”
by Don Adams— 7 sessions

Sundays: April 8, 15, 22, 29 and May 6, 13
Weekly Discussion Groups in Hood Parlor:

Wednesdays at 10:00 am Thursdays at 6:45 pm (Faith Circle arrive at 6:15)
& Sundays at 9:00 am

DATE CHPTR TOPIC

o 4/8/18 1 Put on the Wesley Lenses Holy Humor Sunday
E %’ 4/15/18 2 Scripture is our Primary Source...
ic @ 4/22/18 3 Grace is the Necessary Glue...
= '§ 4/29/18 4 Repentance and Justification
§' % 5/6/18 5 Initial Sanctification and Holy Love
2 5/13/18 6 Christianity is a Social Faith... Mother's Day

There is no requirement to purchase the reading materials.

Weekly Centering Prayer at the Sanctuary
Daily Centering Prayer at Home

Pastor Cho invites you to join him in the practice of Centering Prayer
in the sanctuary every Wednesday.
It will help us deepen our relationship with God.

The next Centering Prayer time on Wed., April 11.

The Sanctuary will be open from 6:00 — 7:30 pm.
Please join us!




Ushers

Team #3
Craig Michelson

Karen Benson

Sheila Muscott

Sandra Brown

Apr 1:
Apr 8:

Apr 15:
Apr 22:
Apr 29:

Fellowship Hour

Easter

Georgina Holdsworth and Martha Wood
Charlie Davison and Sheila Muscott
Cindy Block

Fifth Sunday Potluck

Please contact Georgina at gholdsworth@optimum.net or

203-335-7129 If you (or you and a friend) can organize coffee hour

Communion Stewards Jon Gladstone and Dennis Robb
Worship Leaders Sunday School Teachers
Apr 1: Matt Rush . . o
Apr 1: Judy Vindheim and Patty Jurgeliewicz
Apr 8: Cassie Llewellyn )
Apr 8: Franklyn McLean and Cindy Block
Apr 15 Dennis Robb ) ) L
Apr 15: Nubia Jaramillo-Pennell and Bill Miller
Apr 22: Peter Lowerson ) ) .
Apr 22: Katie White and Eric Monkman
Apr 29: Kim Peters )
Apr 29: Nancy Leppla and Cindy Block
Week of: Pray for Fairfield Grace Families
Apr 1: Jeanne Millet, Mizoguchi family and Michelle Molnar
Apr 8: White and Monkman family, Charlie Morris and Sheila Muscott
Apr 15:  Rick Nagy, Oneto family and Dorothy Patterson
Apr22:  Peck family , George Pennell family and Scott Pennell family
Apr 29:  Peters family, Bev Plucker and Marion Prescott

PRAYER CHAIN

Lee Del Vecchio will be away for the month of April, to return on May 3.
Please contact Bev Wenz at 203-372-7034 or bwenz55@yahoo.com

if you would like to add or remove a name.




Holy Humor Sunday ~ Sunday, April 8 ~ 10:00 am

Fairfield Grace will celebrate this old Easter custom begun by the Greeks in the early
centuries of Christianity at the 10:00 am Worship Service on April 8.

It is a celebration of Jesus' resurrection on the Sunday after Easter. For centuries the week
following Easter Sunday, including "Bright Sunday" (the Sunday after Easter), was observed by
the faithful as "days of joy and laughter" to celebrate Jesus' resurrection.

Bring with you a funny anecdote, humorous story or a joke to share with the congregation.

SUMMER MISSION MEETING
SUNDAY, APRIL 15 AT 5:00 PM

Fairfield Grace youth, their parents and anyone interested in participating in the
Summer Mission this summer, please plan to be at an Organizational Meeting on
Sunday, April 15 at 5:00 pm in Fellowship Hall to hear about new plans for this summer.
A representative from UM ARMY (United Methodist Action Reach-out Mission by Youth)
will be here to talk to us about this exciting opportunity!

April Birthdays

04 Connor Sherwood 10 Alexandra Masanotti 19 Lauren Peters

10 Zeke Bowcock 25 Al Oneto
05 Soon J Lee

12 Kali Block 27 Jie Park
07 Kyong Hee Cho

14 COIin MCGrath 28 Diana Stein
08 Yuna Wilson

16 E||e Anna Beriguete 29 |ngr|d Lacoste
09 Jacob Beriguete 17 Ormie Gilbert

rmie Gilber
29 L Sh d

09  Bill Safee aura sherwoo

19 Sung H Lee

April Anniversaries [~
4 a7 SoS 1. . ’
April 15  Jie & Eunsik Park 17 yrs
A { April 25 Mary & Craig Michelson 37 yrs ﬁ |/
1' A“’! \m "
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Serena Circle Book Group: Monday, April 16

The next Serena Book Group meeting will be Monday, April 16 at 7:00 pm in Hood Parlor. All
women are invited to the discussion. We will be discussing the next chapter about Andrew,
the apostle. The book (Twelve Ordinary Men by John MacArthur) gives insights into the
disciples who followed Jesus and spread the Gospel.

We only examine one chapter a month so there is no pressure to prepare.

If you have questions, please contact Karen Price 203-333-1272 or at karen1147@aol.com

Eating Lunch Together: Let’s Go “Dutch” at Duchess!
Thurs., Apr 19 ~ 11:30 am - 1:00 pm

Are you eating lunch alone? Why not share a meal with Fairfield Grace Church friends
every Third Thursday of the month
between 11:30 am and 1:00 pm, at the Duchess Restaurant
on Black Rock Turnpike.
Come and see who will be waiting for YOU.

R Seecnd Avnyeal meﬂhochsﬂ hursers Schooly
| ArE Shous "
Sunday., April 22

The Nursery School invites the Fairfield Grace Congregation to its
Second Annual Art Show showcasing the creative work of its students.
Artwork will be on display in Fellowship Hall.



mailto:karen1147@aol.com

Serving at Golden Hill UMC

FGUMC Will be Serving at Golden Hill
Wed., Apr 25 and Wed., Jun 27 at 4:45 pm

Fairfield Grace will assist in serving dinner at
Golden Hill UMC in Bridgeport on Wed., Apr 25 and Wed., Jun 27.

As oftan ou did it for one
‘j my brotfiers, Tou did -
(tvfor e~ Please join the team!
Contact Cindy Block at 203-374-2285 or cynblock@att.net.

Fifth Sunday Potluck
Sun, Apr 29
Following 10:00 service
Please sign up at the church office, leave a
message with Anne at 203-374-6528 or

contact Marge Hood after church
or at 203-526-7153.

-
WESLEY CIRCLE

Please join the men of Fairfield Grace on

Thursdays, May 3 and June 7 at 10:00 am

Please contact Wayne Brown with any questions at: 203-549-8742



Paper Shredding Day
Saturday, May 5, 2017 ~ 9:00 AM to 12:00 noon

Do you ever want to clean out your files of old bank statements, checks, brokerage statements,
income tax forms, etc.? There are a lot of papers that you should put through a shredder so no one will
use the information for identity theft. You may even have a small office shredder at home. But there are
times when you have so much to shred that it would take you hours with a small shredder. So the job just
does not get done.

We have the answer. Just toss all that shredding material into a carton and bring it to church on
Saturday morning May 13. For a mere $10, we will take a 10-ream size carton of paper (price can vary--
more for larger cartons and less for small ones) and have it shred for you. This shredding opportunity will
take place in our church parking lot, and we will advertise it and make it available to the whole town. So it is

something you can ask your friends to do also.

Young Adult and Families Event

Outdoor Movie with Hotdogs and Snacks!
Friday, May 11
6:00 pm on the Front Lawn of the Church

Contact Katie White at 607-379-8252 or Eg s - ,
at kathleenwm@gmail.com m UVY‘E NIG‘”T

Spaghetti Dinner News
sapoghattiy-c
Sat, MCIY 12 25 &0 Dinne
4:45 PM—6:45 PM

Volunteers! We need help in the morning and evening.

Contact person: Charlene Brauns-Schindler, 203-371-5068 or cbsfive5@gmail.com



mailto:kathleenwm@gmail.com

Susanna Circle
Please Note: There will be no April Meeting

Our next meeting will be:
Wed., May 16 at 12:00 noon

Calling all Susanna ladies and whoever wishes to join us. Our next meeting will be
on Wednesday, May 16, at noon in Fellowship Hall.
Program to be announced. Mark your calendars now!

Please contact Marge Hood or Georgina Holdsworth (203-335-7129 or
gholdsworth@optimum.net) to let us know if you will be attending.

NNl VAUNRIN N

Join us for the
International Taste of Fairfield Grace
Sunday, May 20, 2018
5:00 to 6:30 - Food sampling

Enjoy an evening of sampling, sipping and mingling at a variety of
international tasting tables! Bring your family and friends.

— Donations are appreciated and all proceeds will benefit the church.

If you are interested in hosting a table or have any questions, please come to Fellowship Hall after service during the
month of April. Or, you can contact:

Ben Collen - Phone: (203) 550-7312
Email: Benjamin.Colleni@gmail.com



mailto:gholdsworth@optimum.net
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CHURCH HARRIS SCHOLARSHIPS

Fairfield Grace Church has been offering scholarships to young persons who are
starting college as well as people continuing in a college program at the undergraduate
level. These awards were started in 1985 by Harold Harris in memory of his wife, Betty.
Since then 77 students have received scholarships—some for more than one year.

Funds for scholarships were initially provided by individuals in the church, primar-
ily by Harold Harris. The UMM and UMW also provided some money for many years.
The fund expanded over the years by receiving large donations from the estate of Harold
Harris as well as from the estates of the Spicer family. In recent years some money has
come from donations from the congregation in a second offering on “Scholarship Sun-
day.” This past year additional money was raised from a tag sale organized by Scholar-
ship Team member Patty Jurgielewicz. To date the scholarships awarded have totaled
$94,200.

Who can get one of these scholarships and how can they apply? First you need to
be planning to attend college or some post high school undergraduate educational pro-
gram during the next (2018-19) academic year. Next get and fill out an application form
available from our church office. You do not need to come to the office for one. Just
phone (203-374-6528) and ask for a copy. It can be sent by e-mail or snail mail. To com-
plete your application, you will need written recommendations from adults who have
supervised or at least observed your work on church and community service projects. If
you have received a scholarship from the church in the past, ask for a re-application
form.

So if you are eligible and want to apply, GET BUSY FAST. Applications with all sup-
porting adult recommendations are due in the church office by May 15. The Scholarship
Team will be meetuing shortly after that to review applications and determine the
money to be awarded. Scholarship checks will be handed out on Sunday, June 17, in
church.

Al Oneto, Scholarship Team Chairman




Fairfield Grace United Methodist Church
1089 Farfield Woods Rd | Farfield CT 06823-3220
(203) 374-6528 or Fax (203) 372-0179 or fawfieldgraceigisbeglobal net

HAROLD AND BETTY HARRIS SCHOLARSHIP FUND

Initial Application for Scholarship Award (2017-201

(Please send this completed form with attached letters of recommendation to the church office)

NO LATEE THAN MAY 15
Name Telephone (Home and Cell)
Address EmailText
High School GPAS

College/University

Church activities m which you have participated at Famrfield-Grace (g@ive number of years/dates):

Church/Sunday School Youth Group Attendance:
List any church activities and nature of your participation mcluding any leadership roles:
(PLEASE ATTACHLETTER OF RECOMMENDATION FROM AN ADULT WHO HAS
SUPERVISED OR AT LEAST OBSERVED YOUR PARTICTPATION IN ACTIVITIES)

Commmmnity work or volunteer expenences:
(PLEASE ATTACHLETTER OF RECOMMENDATION FROM AN ADULT WHO HAS
SUPERVISED OR AT LEAST OBSERVED YOUR PARTICTIPATION IN ACTIVITIES)

What are your objectives for college and the future, and how will your faith hife be part of 1t?

(PLEASE FILL OUT FORM COMPLETELY. USE SEPARATE PAGES IF NEEDED)

Signed Date




Fairfield Grace United Methodist Church
1089 Farfield Woods Rd | Farfield CT 06823-3220
(203) 374-6528 or Fax (203) 372-0179 or fawfieldgraceigisbeglobal net

HAROLD AND BETTY HARRIS SCHOLARSHIP FUND

Re-application for Scholarship Award (2017-201

(Please send this completed form with attached letters of recommendation to the church office)

NO LATER THAN MAY 15
Name Telephone (Home and Cell)
Home Address Email/Text
College/Univ. Address Email/Text
Your class level next fall: Soph/Jr./5r. Current GPA

Famrfield Grace attendance/activiies when home from college;
List church activibies and nature of your participation including any leadership role (Yrs /Dates):
(PLEASE ATTACHLETTER OF RECOMMENDATION FROM AN ADULT WHO HAS
SUPERVISED OR AT LEAST OBSERVED YOUR PARTICIPATION IN ACTIVITIES)

How are you keeping an active faith hife while in college?

Work and/or volunteer expenences at college or dunng breaks and summers:
(PLEASE ATTACHLETTER OF RECOMMENDATION FROM AN ADULT WHO HAS
SUPERVISED OR AT LEAST OBSERVED YOUR PARTICIPATION IN ACTIVITIES)

What are your objectrves for the future, and how will your farth hfe be part of 1t?

(FLEASE FILL OUT FOEM COMPLETELY. USE SEPARATE PAGES IF NEEDED)
Signed Date




Cancellations due to Weather

In the case of hazardous weather conditions, it may be necessary for the church to
cancel building activities or services.

The decision to close the church on Sunday mornings will be made
as early as possible, but no later than 7:00 AM.

We will send an email alert to members when a decision is made. In addition,
any closures will be posted on Channel 12 News, News 8 and NBC Connecticut.

Wednesdays: Pray/Fast Together for the Vital Growth of the Church

Every Wednesday morning at 9:30 am, some of us will gather and pray in the Sanctuary.
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We invite you to join us by either coming to the
Sanctuary or praying from wherever o sa
you may be on Wednesday at 9:30 am. ;

fents

A Time with Pastor Cho
Pastor Cho extends an invitation to visit with you and your family on an
Individual basis at your home, in his office ... or you can stop in at Panera
Bread on Black Rock Turnpike any Tuesday between 10:00 am and 12:00
noon. Feel free to contact him at 914-319-4241 or kunsamcho92 @gmail.com

Submissions to Bulletin Announcements and Friday e-News

All submissions are due to the church office at fairfieldgrace@sbcglobal.net
by Tuesday at noon for that week’s editions. Thank you!

Deadline for the March Issue of the Quester is Fri., April 20

14
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Planning Your Own Funeral/Memorial Service

By planning your service in advance you can design and specify the exact type of
service you’'d like, so that your friends and family celebrate you as you wish. By letting your
family and your church know how you'd like your funeral or memorial service to be, they'll
have less difficult and complicated decisions to make during a difficult and emotional time.

Please take a few minutes and fill out any of your preferences (as many or as few as
you choose) and return to Anne in the church office. We will keep them on file.

Name:

« | would like my funeral/memorial service to be held at the following location:
. If this location is not available,

my second choice is

« The person who will officiate my funeral/memorial service is my Pastor serving at the time
of my departure. | would like to invite Rev. to be a part
of the service, if he or she is available.

e | would like to have a viewing before my funeral: yes no

e | would like to have a reception or gathering after my funeral/memorial service in the
Fellowship Hall.: yes: no:

e | would like the following people to deliver eulogies:
1.
2.
3.

e | would like the following people to deliver prayers, poems, or other readings:
1.
2.
3.

e The readings | would like them to deliver are:
Title/Author/Source
1.
2.

15 3.




| would like the following songs, hymns, or pieces of music to be played:
1.
2.
3.

| would like people to honor my memory by making a donation to one of the charity
organizations that has meant a lot to me:

1.

2.

| want to be sure that the following groups, organizations, and clubs will be notified of and
invited to my funeral or memorial service (such as veterans’ groups, alumni associations,
sports or hobby clubs, etc.):

Name of Group/Primary Contact/Contact Info

1.

2.

| want to be sure that the following people, whom my family may not know, will be notified of
and invited to my funeral or memorial service:
Name/Contact Info

1.

2.

3.

| would like the following people to serve as pallbearers
1.

2.
3.
4

With thoughts and prayers:
Rev. Kun Sam Cho
Pastor Dayfly with Christ

16



Still Have Holiday Shopping Left?

Christmas gifts are a great opportunity to help Fairfield Grace at
NO EXTRA COST TO YOU!

¢ Still don't know what to get for your niece or nephew? How about a gift card to the GAP? You can buy a $25
gift card to the GAP —you do not pay anything extra—and Fairfield Grace will receive 14% ($3.50). It is that
easy.

0 How about something for your friend who loves to read? You can buy a gift card to
Barnes and Noble for $10—you do not pay anything extra—and Fairfield Grace will receive 8% .

O Do you need a new outfit to wear to a Holiday event? Buy a gift card to Macy’s instead of paying with your
credit card at the store and Fairfield Grace will receive 10%.

0 Planning a big family meal for a gathering over Christmas and New Year’s? You can buy gift cards to Stop and
Shop , Shop Rite—even Target—and use them when you are shopping for Holiday dinners or decorations.
Fairfield Grace will receive a percentage of the gift cards that you purchase.

\Na\ma“

Maybe you have heard about this program called SCRIPPS that Martha Wood

has been promoting - but aren't sure how you can participate?

Martha Wood is at church after the Services to explain the program, how easy it is,
answer any questions you may have and get you started!

Here is how it works:

You fill out a form to request gift card(s), Martha will have these forms available for you
after the Service on Sunday. You choose the retailer and the amount of the gift card. You give
Martha a check with the form for the exact amount of gift cards you are buying, nothing extra. If
you fill it out Sunday, you will have the gift cards in your hand by the next Sunday. That is all you
need to do.

This list of retailers from which you can choose is 3 pages long! Martha will have copies of
the list....there is a list on the hallway bulletin board....stop by the office and pick up a list, as well.

We are hoping that church members will use this opportunity to make their gifts really
count this season. You can support your church financially and
é/g’ not have to spend anything extra. Please, give it a try!

Tanera \
Tivbed EED BATI‘%H StopaShop



Fairfield Grace youth preparing for their Annual Midnight Run

The Sanctuary on Good Friday

;"mn |

="
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Breakfast with the Easter Bunny

Saturday, March 24
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